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"The I’kui V/lio Knew Huch"(llichard Case Ilagoll, Carroll ^ Graf j Iftl 12/12/92 

The title fits uoithor the autlior nor h is impossible, irrational hero. Neither 
knows Q dmaned thing that is ro±evfint in the first ^0,i of tliis overiy-large book of 
8UU^ \^tli much that I*ve seen mere padding, /vnd all of tt depends on Nagoll's un- 
supported wo:'d. Uussell's conviction that Nagcll was tolling tlie truth comes from his 
misinterixretation of one of four pages of a military intelligence record, tts second 
page, bliou tliat report repeats wliat Nagell Siiid, as the first page aln/iys malces cleiir, 
husHoli ka chooses to misinterpret it ns recounting wliat military intelligence said. 

I am inclined to believe this c >mea ron Russell's ignorance of such matters rather than 
intended dishonesty. His ignorance is apparent in many areas but in common with most if not 
all of those who exploit conspiracy theories he assumes tliat liis dime-novel concepts are 
the reality, thus he has just about everyone having any kind of allefted connection with 
the Cla as Clii agents. They are not. iuid what he is talking about comes from the fake book 
Farewell amorica in any evimt. He ploys it aid all such trash as real and dependable. 

Hia foreword is by another college-educated ignoramus, Carl Oglesby, a id it, too, is 
trash. 

Ho begins with page after page of ^^^imes briefly identified, some misldentified. I did 
not read them all because almost aj)3b appear to have no relevance to the JFIC assassination 
or its investigationo. 

% even inflates the work he did by classifying such things as telephone chitcliat as 
formal interviews. V/hen ho phoned mo to ask me about a few irrelevant recordii tliat becomes 
an interview in his inflation. 

His case i s so diaphanous a whisper can demolish it: if Hagell or the nuts like 
Fensterwuld say it it is true and relevant as it never is, 

I may continue into the book to get to the supposed meat but if X do it will be a 
waste of time. The Nagell story is impossible and if it v/ertj not it would not bo reason- 
able. His supposed Cla connection was to keep tabs on *%u*ina, etc., for it. For that the 
Clk had no need of outsiders. Nor would it have run any such risk, tliat kind of work 
being precluied for it. The story appears to bo tliat BagelJL was hired by the CIA. to Icill 
Oswald in advance of tho assassination. Tliat also mfiikesno sense. Nor does it that if the 
Cla had any such intent it would have hired one like Hagell for it. There are professional 
shooters and any chock by it on Hagell would have disclosed immediate that he suffered 
brain damage wlien he survivotl the plane wreck neej: Baltimore yours earlier. No appokery 
woulil i*iak using such a person for ouch a mission. The danger would have been too groat. 

His cited dources, even on documents, is other publialied work. Or, he has not made any 
real use of the evedlable documents. Perhaps he lacked the tine, t)ie book having taken, he 
says, only 17 years, what books they are I 



icichard Case Nageli was caught robbing a bant in Texas, iio claimed he robbed the bank 
so that he would be in jail when JPK was assassinated, claiming prior knowledge of ouch a 
ploJS and attributing it to the CIA. There are soioe indications that ho may have had sui£ 
a connection but I am not aware ofx'miy proof of it. After liis release from jail he was 
arrested in Bast Germany. His release and return then were handled by a Viashing:on la\/yer, 
Nicey New. 

I boftieve the first alleged connection with the assassination attributed to Nogell 



was by Hamp»nrta , v/hose record^ on the JPK assassination is of iri*esponsibility and sen- 
sationalism. /■ . , 

Qi/ 

Tliereafter he wan interview/^n I recall often, from the Garrison offico/an assistant 
DA Bill Martin £tnd perl laps others. I an sure that Bud Fensterwald did and went for Nagell*s 
story, perhaps Mark Lone also. 0/ maybe he was from Garrison when lie did. 

Nagell did survive the disintegration of an Electra plane near baltimoro, surviving 



as I recall a free fall of about 10,CXX) feet. 

•*Jin Hose” was involved in accrediting and feeding a falce book by SDBCE, the French 
counterpart of the CIA, tliat Garrison originally understood was coming to him from the 
KGB. In fact, Garrison's activist supporters in the Los iingeles area had a code name for 
this deal, "the San Diego radio station." KGB wafj tlie call Letters of the CBS affiliate 
there. I appeitred on it. 

(Gairrison Ifchred the book, an obviouii fake havi«f^' virtually nothing at all in it 
about the assassination. He peSsuaded the IVenchman who ux\e tlie name Herve Laraarre and 
was in charge of that project to retitle it from "L*Anerique Brule" to "Pareifell America." 

Dick Kuseell was one of the eiirlier conspiracy- theorist \/ritors, I do not now recall 
whether on The Village Vpice, free-lancing or botli* Years ago he was here but x have no 
recollection of his visit or what he then was writing. Or, with any clarity, what ho had 

by then written. CH- 

Hjj now claims to have subatantiation for Naeell's story that I do not boliev^^^fe 
read from notes^ roughly some of wliat I say in the nemo he asked me to send him. Because 
that nemo was to liarrison he could liave gotten it from innumerable sources, ''arrisoii's 



files wore that open to anyone at all. 

T^e Oswald i>art of what ho is working on is that Os\/ald made an earlier trip to 
A'iexico than in late September, iy63. Hussoll siiys it was in July or august. When I asked 
him if he was confusing this with a trip there by Kerry "1[hornley, who knew Oswald briefly 
when they were in tho liarines, he said not. 

Kussell Sfiys his book will be published this fall by Carroll cc Graf. Its most recent 
JFK assassination book is Harry Jivingstone * s High Treason Jf. It also pubj.ished Jim 
Marrs Crossfire, a compendium of all t':.e nutty theories and ona of the hooks used by 
^live*r Btone on iiis movie JFK . 



